PACS sans RIS.
Sutter Gould Medical Foundation (SGMF) is a multi-specialty physician practice located in Modesto, CA, and is an affiliate of Sutter Health. In May 2003, SGMF embarked on the journey to install a picture archiving and communication system (PACS) in the main facility. Unique to the project was bringing the PACS live sans (from the French "without") a radiology information system (RIS) and having the PACS driven by an electronic medical record (EMR). Other challenges were present in terms of interfaces for the dictation system, delivering images to the providers on their desktop, and mimicking the referring providers workflow as much as possible in the digital environment to which they were accustomed in the "paper and film" environment.